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of the Lancet and the British Medical Journal. When issues were at stake,
the former generally expressed the views of the specialists, the whole-time
internists and surgeons, and the latter took a stand for the general prac-
titioner and family physician.
Some of the statistical data will make strange reading for people whose
horizons of the structure of medical care are those of the United States.
In 1962 only 7,000 of the 22,000 family physicians held any kind of
hospital appointment. During the same year the 6,000 specialists, based
wholly in hospitals, made nearly 300,000 house calls in consultation with
family physicians-these in addition to two or three million such visits
made by the family physicians themselves. At a time when soaring hospital
costs are bedevilling the equable distribution of good medical care in this
country, there may be a lesson here. For although the best care America
can offer may be the best in the world, the attention John Doe can expect
if he takes ill in the street cannot compare with the expectations of Tommy
Atkins under similar circumstances.
The book shows that among the more striking achievements of the NHS
has been its success in the redeployment of medical forces. Between 1938
and 1964 the number of fully qualified specialists increased from 1,620 to
7,973 at the same time as the number of family physicians rose from 20,162
to 21,903-the latter group had, however, numbered some 300 more two
years earlier. Is the "socialization" of medicine the only means whereby
such redeployment can be achieved either in those terms or in terms of
rural/urban distribution-or are there others? The book gives opportunity
for countless other contrasts between the British system and any other
for which the reader has data.
Mrs. Stevens makes no such comparisons herself, although with a fair
and critical mind she analyzes the success and failures, the shortcomings
and inconsistencies of this compromise system the British have developed
for British use.
Her style is lucid and her prose readable, so readable that a book which
could well be utterly indigestible is fascinating. All forward-looking people
concerned with the role of physicians in this (or any other) society,
whether they are hospital administrators, regional planners, teachers, or
physicians themselves would do well to study it.
ROY M. ACHESON
ADVANCES IN REPRODUCTIVE PHYSIOLOGY, Vol. 1. Edited by Anne
McLaren. London, Logos Press Limited, 1966 and New York, Academic
Press, 1966. 295 pp. $12.50.
In her foreword to the book, Dr. McLaren states, "We hope that this
volume will be the first of a series. . . ." I can only second that motion
and add my own hope that other books in this series will be rapidly forth-
coming.
This volume covers a wide variety of subjects, including Embryonic Sex
Cells of Amphibia, Intersexuality in Domestic Mammals, Abnormalities of
the Sex Chromosomes in Man, Physiology and Biochemistry of Poultry
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Semen, The Ultra-Structure of Mammalian Spermatozoa, Pheromones
and Mammalian Reproduction, The Uterus and the Control of Ovarian
Function, The Hazards of Birth, and Human Fertility as a World Problem.
Each of the separate subjects listed above was authored by an individual
or group of individuals who appear to be extremely familiar with their
subject material. In each of the chapters a rather thorough yet succinct
review was undertaken by the authors of that chapter. One of the real
strengths of this book, in addition to the wide diversity of subjects well
reviewed, is that the authors present facts predominantly and refrain from
overinterpretation of the data that they have collected.
The chapter on Pheromones and Mammalian Reproduction was especially
fascinating to this reviewer in that it covered a subject not usually men-
tioned in textbooks on reproductive physiology. The fact that body odors
and the olfactory reception of these odors plays a large role in reproductive
physiology among animals is readily apparent to anyone who has ever
owned an animal that has gone into heat. However, the amount of work
done on exactly what these pheromones are and how they may influence
the choosing of a mate or the regulation of the reproductive cycle in animals
has received a relatively scant amount of scientific effort, according to the
article written by Dr. W. K. Whitten.
I would recommend this book to anyone who is seriously interested in
reproductive physiology, both as an enjoyable book to read through and as
a source reference. Anyone wishing to go into greater depth in any of the
areas covered by this text has available an excellent up-to-date bibliography
at the end of each chapter.
EDWARD J. QUILLIGAN
CONFLICT IN SOCIETY. CIBA Foundation Symposium. Edited by Anthony
De Reuck and Julie Knight. Boston, Little, Brown and Co., 1966. 467 pp.
$13.00.
This high-level, multi-disciplinary symposium deals with such complex
issues that it merits a most sociologically sophisticated reviewer. Somewhat
less than that as a physician, I nonetheless found this work to be both
exciting and challenging, as well as confusing. My reaction suggests that
Conflict in Society deserves a diverse audience, not one just limited to
sociologists. Its broad relevance is indicated by H. V. Dicks' statement:
"This symposium's concern is with man as a political animal somewhere
on the way to adapting his remaining immaturities as a species and as an
individual to social change which he has largely brought about himself."
The participants in this symposium are world leaders in a variety of
fields, including international law, economics, psychiatry, anthropology,
political science and sociology. It is patently impossible to do justice to any
one of the fine papers in a brief review, and only a few of the concepts
developed in the symposium will be mentioned.
S. L. Washburn points out that primates are almost unique among
mammals in their participation in intra-species conflict, especially over
territoriality and hierarchy. A quite theoretical discussion by George DeVos
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